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ABSTRACT 
 

The writer conducted this analysis with the aim of examining the character of 

Tracy Whitney and how Tracy Whitney's character is incorporated into existential 

feminist theory. The data of the main character and characterization are collected 

by finding the evidences from the dialogue in the novel. The writer used 

existentialism feminism as theory and explained about the characteristic of Tracy 

Whitney and made summary through that theory. This struggle is not achieved 

easily, but through her relentless efforts, she manages to attain what was once 

difficult for her to accomplish. Facing four men who have falsely accused her and 

sent her to prison, she is able to confront them all without resorting to killing or 

inflicting harm with sharp weapons. Finding herself unable to secure employment 

due to her status as a former convict, she eventually manages to collect great 

wealth. Tracy Whitney proves that a woman is capable of achieving what is 

commonly attributed to men, both in terms of career accomplishments and astute 

thinking. In conclusion, the writer concludes that the character of Tracy Whitney 

aligns with feminist theory, particularly existentialism feminism. The writer hopes 

this thesis can be helpful to everyone who wants to make an analysis with 

feminism, particularly existentialism feminism. 

 

Keywords: Feminism, Existentialism.  



 

 

CHAPTER I 

INTRODUCTION 

 

1.1 Background of the Study 

 

Literature are characteristic or essential features, as poetry, novel, history, 

biography, music, film, essay etc.  Literature can be in the form of things, or 

various other writing that is an esthetical, creative, and important in give offering 

to our life. Literary work is one of culture that’s to introduce literary work and can 

spread throughout the world like the daily assumptions of society. 

 Literature is that someone can feel it and sometimes some creation of 

literature can be and ideas. Must arts having seen is the one of literary works, and 

realizes that have meaning of literature and enjoy when learn about it.  According 

Klarer (2004:1) literature is referred to as the entirety of written expression, with 

the restriction that not every written document can be categorized as literature in 

the more exact sense of the word. Literature is also produced by imagination of 

the author. Literature is not just a document of fact. it is not just the collection of 

real events though it may happen in the real life.  

Furthermore, the writer chooses one the popular literary work that is 

novel. Novel is a long prose essay containing a series of stories from a person's 

life with the people around him by highlighting the character and nature of the 

actor. Reported by Encyclopaedia Britannica (2015), the novel is a prose narrative 

that is created with sufficient length and a certain complexity. which deals with 
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human experience imaginatively. Usually through a series of related events and 

involves a group of people in a certain setting. Within the broad framework of the 

novel genre has covered various types of styles, such as romantic, or historical. 

The writer chooses novel by Sidney Sheldon and the title is “If Tomorrow 

Comes” is a 1985 crime fiction.  

To analyzed this novel the writer used a feminism theory.  Feminism 

literary It is the belief in social, economic, and political equality of the sexes. 

Although largely originating in the West, feminism is manifested worldwide and 

is represented by various institutions committed to activity on behalf of women’s 

rights and interests.  According to (Freedman, 2003), Professor of History and a 

founder of the Program in Feminist Studies at Stanford University, feminism is 

not only clearly alive and well, but is being reinvigorated and reassessed with a 

new urgency, vibrancy, and promise for the future unprecedented in its history. 

Throughout most of Western history, women were confined to the domestic 

sphere, while public life was reserved for men. As we know feminism is closely 

related to gender equality between men and women politically. Feminism is a 

movement that is used for the purpose of getting things that were not previously 

obtained by women. 

The main problem in this novel is according Tracy Whitney side that she 

is don’t know what happen in her life. Tracy Whitney lost her mother, fiancé, and 

everything. They send her to prison for 15 years in the Louisiana Penitentiary for 

the crime that she never committed.  They had closed all her opportunities to get a 

job, and made her desperate, hopeless, and submissive position 

https://www.britannica.com/topic/equality-human-rights
https://www.merriam-webster.com/dictionary/manifested
https://www.britannica.com/event/womens-movement
https://www.britannica.com/event/womens-movement
https://www.britannica.com/topic/women
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The writer is interested in analysed it because the point of view of Tracy 

Whitney is tough girl and explain about the power of women. Tracy Whitney was 

a strong women and she was brave life without family for long time. Tracy 

Whitney was independent woman that made the writer proud of her. Without 

family Tracy Whitney could do anything like men for her life.  

1.2 Statement of the Problem 

The object of research is Tracy Whitney on “If Tomorrow Comes” novel. This 

novel released in 1985 written by Sidney Sheldon. This novel story about 

independent woman, stand firm in the face of problem and also woman story 

portraying an ordinary woman who is framed by the Mafia, her subsequent quest 

for vengeance towards them and her later life as a thief. The writer analyzed of 

Tracy Whitney with a feminism theory that had been shown in this novel.  

 Tracy Whitney was orphan. Tracy Whiney struggling alone facing her 

problem in prison and after she came out from it. How she does the revenge by 

herself to the people who betray her and make her stay in the prison. And after she 

came out from the prison, she also have a lot obstacles to face. 

 

1.3 Research Question 

 

The general problem of this study is to fine the answer of the question:  

How does the feminism reveral on Tracy Whitney’s character on the novel “If 

Tomorrow Comes” by Sidney Sheldon? 
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1.4 Goal and Function 

 

The goal of the study is to share the information of the feminism in the main 

character to a life in the novel “If Tomorrow Comes”. Tracy Whitney is a woman 

who is untruthful implicated and sent to jail. Upon her release, after a number of 

unsuccessful attempts to procure a job, she reluctantly becomes a con artist. Soon 

enough, she becomes one of the best in the world. And then talk about the 

struggle of Tracy Whitney. And to provide general information relate to feminism 

and also deal with benefit of the following research for reader. The function of the 

study is hopefully the readers can easily understand about the information of the 

feminism and explained the positively characteristic of women with the 

evidences. 

1.5 Scope and limitation 

 

The scope of this research encompasses the characterization of the novel “If 

Tomorrow Comes” by Sidney Sheldon. The novel was initially published in 1985 

and received recognition as a New York Times bestseller. The title of this novel 

was also adapted into a television miniseries. This research focuses on the main 

character of the novel, namely Tracy Whitney. The author utilizes feminist theory 

to demonstrate and present the embodiment of feminism within the character of 

Tracy Whitney, as portrayed in the novel.  

The limitation of this research lies in the exploration of the strength and 

struggles of a woman facing various challenges and obstacles throughout her life. 

The purpose of this writing is not only to narrate the story of the novel but also to 
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depict the life journey of Tracy Whitney and her determination in facing the 

challenges of life. The author employs the feminist theory of existentialism 

feminism. 

1.6 Conceptual Framework  

 

At this point, the author will explain how this research was conducted. The author 

utilizes feminist theory to examine the strength and struggles of the main 

character in this novel, specifically focusing on Tracy Whitney’s struggle to 

rebuild her life after facing unjust challenges that led to her imprisonment. Within 

this framework, the author will provide a detailed explanation covering the 

introduction to the conclusion of this research. The author will also explain the 

research object and other relevant aspects related to this study. The author will 

also expound on the theory employed, which is feminism, particularly 

existentialism feminism. 

 After that the writer found the research question and how to get the answer 

for this question, next is the goal and the function of this research, how many 

goals and function that the writer find. The writer will explain the analysis use 

graphic 1.1  
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Picture Graphic 1.1 

THE ANALYSIS FEMINISM IN THE 

NOVEL “IF TOMORROW COMES” 

WRITTEN BY SIDNEY SHELDON 

INPUT  
THE MAIN CHARACTER  

EXISTENTIALISM FEMINISM  

ACCORDING TO HIATT MARRY 

OUTPUT REPRESENTATION OF EXISTENTIALISM 

FEMINISM  CHARACTER OF TRACY 

WHITNEY IN THE NOVEL IF TOMORROW 

COMES 
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CHAPTER II 

THEORETICAL BACKGROUND 

 

2.1 Previous Study  

 

In addition to learning from the source, during the research the writer also search 

for research who using feminism theory. The first is thesis by Meigan Gates 

Goodyer (2018) her thesis submitted in partial fulfillment of the requirements for 

the degree in 2018. She wrote about Literature Theory, The Novel and Science 

Media in Montana State University. She told about the theory of novel so that the 

writer learned about the novel and how about the history about the novel. through 

history, the term novel has been applied to writings that cover a plethora of topics, 

that employ numerous and varied styles, and that have achieved divergent results - 

critically, publicly, aesthetically, and economically. 

 The second analysis is written by Martina Halirova (2016) bachelor thesis 

with the title The Development of Feminism in English Literature of the 19th and 

20thcenturies at Palacky University in 2016. From her thesis the writer knew 

about kind of feminism and the definition. Feminism have long story about 

historical and variant about women. How women can survive and how women 

could made a group to struggle or fight to equality. This research contains main 

character has a strong to fight to equality.  

The third analysis is written by Sella Aprilia (2019), in this study, we 

examine the main character in Novel entitled Everything, Everything through the 

feminism theory by Hiatt Marry. This research shows that the main character has  
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a strong woman. Based on her analysis it can be concluded that the main character 

has struggle to her life.  

From the three studies that the authors have obtained, the authors conclude 

similarity with the mentioned related studies above, especially in bringing up the 

the feminism theory in a literary work, yet still uses different object. What makes 

this study different from the studies above, instead of different object, this study 

use novel and existentialism feminism. 

 

2.2 Theory of Literature  

 

Literature represents the culture and tradition of a language or a people. Nowdays 

people love anything related to literature. Such as novel, drama, song, film. As 

Greil Marcus and Werner Sollor, 2009 says that “literary means not only what is 

written but what is voiced, what is expressed, what is invented, in whatever 

form”. Literature has become part of our livesand reflects society, makes us think 

about ourselves and our society. Literature also makes us enjoy languages and 

culture.  

Novel is a long printed story about imaginay. In the novel have many topic 

that the writer wrote with different style. According to Isabelle Daunais (2010) 

novel is an art form without rules. Notwithstanding this wisdom, novelists 

regularly discuss the inner workings of the novel in essays, prefaces, manifestos, 

interviews, reviews, questionnaires, cahiers, and treatises. Every author has 

different style to make novel interesting to read and get achievement. To read 
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novel without author realized had a meaning and can be include in kind of 

literature. And can be analysis with theory of literature.  

2.3 Feminism 

 

Feminism is a theory about men and woman, should be equal politically, 

economically and socially. This the point of all feminism theories. Sometimes this 

definition is also referred to as emancipation or the struggle women. According to 

(Hoffman, 2001) Feminism is sometimes seen either as multiple or singular as 

though we have to make a choice along ideological as well as philosophical lines. 

Feminism is the person who believes in that women and man must be equal in 

economically. Feminism theory has developed from year to year, for example 

feminism movement striving to challenge priorities in all aspects of life. That call 

emancipation. 

 Feminism also is movement of women who fight against discrimination, 

or stereotypes that describe women as a taught individual. Feminism is discourse 

that involves various movements, philosophies which are concerned with issue of 

gender equality and campaign for women right. As though by Cheris Kramarae 

(1986) feminism is the radical notion that women are human beings. In addition, 

feminism is as a movement ideology that is focused with women status society for 

reaching equality of rights between women and men.  

 Many of the human behavior review of feminism theory that 

comprehensive understanding and many perspectives. According to Andermahr, 

Lovell, & Wolkowitz (1997) Feminism theory is most often associated with the 
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rights of women. This is both simplistic and comprehensive. There are 

encompassing concerns inclusive of the discipline‟s particular epistemological, 

ontological, and methodological assumptions, however, there is no one monolithic 

feminism perspective, there are many perspectives, with various theoretical 

groundings. As the oppressions of women is not simply related to some other 

social relationship such as a class system. Oppression is seen as a part of the way 

the world is structured and not looked like a traditional culture.  

 The main purpose of feminism theory is a commitment to change pressure 

make connected abstract ides with problems for political action. Women will get 

the choice what she need every day like human experiences. This reason that 

some women do not name pressure as a concern. Also associated specific goals 

with feminism theory. These goal include understanding power different between 

men, women, and power in relationship to evolution of oppression as well to bring 

about social change to end pressure.  

 Another purpose is to improve seat feminism and women to the same 

status with men. Including struggle feminism efforts to gone this goal with her.  

2.4 Conceptualizations of Feminism  

 

There are variations of feminism. Some of feminism has they own perspectives 

and that related, bound and build on each other. Feminism has developed every 

area. Feminism is no longer a variation that can be put together. According to 

Valerie Miller on the official website We Rise Toolkit (2002) the most commonly 

used are eight separate feminist theories there is: black feminism, radical 
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feminism, liberal feminism, Marxist feminism, cultural Feminism, and eco 

Feminism, also global Feminism and Visionary Feminism. As though by 

Andermahr, Lovell, & Wolkowitz (1997) and Evans (1995) Some theories can be 

grouped due to similarities, but distinctions offer a broader critical lens of a 

myriad of political, social, economic, ethnic, and culture. 

 

2.5 Existentialism Feminism  

 

For this research the writer would like to use Existential Feminism.  The writer 

choose the theory by Hiatt Mary. P. She was born 16 Nov 1920 to 13 Nov 2005. 

She was very humane and has a kind-hearted. Hiatt Mary selected being a 

professor Emerita and pension in1988. Hiatt Mary moved to teach at the Fieldston 

School in Riverdale New York, and started graduating her studies in English at 

Columbia University. In 1960, she was an instructor branch of Rutgers University 

and completed her doctorate at Columbia University in 1971. According to Hiatt, 

Marry P (1978: 12) the theory of existentialism that the writer use is a woman 

who makes a choice in her life, and considers her: 

A.  Lifestyle 

Lifestyle is the interests, opinions, behaviours, and behavioural 

orientations of an individual, group, or culture. Alfred Adler claimed that 

our lifestyles are linked but our personalities and also our families. He 

suggested that the way we were raised and the relationships we had with 

our attachment figures shape, in part, the way we feel, relate to, and 

process reality.  
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B. Anxieity 

 is your body’s natural reisponsei to streiss. It’s a feieiling of feiar or 

appreiheinsion about what’s to comei. For eixamplei, going to a job inteirvieiw 

or giving a speieich on thei first day of school may causei somei peioplei to feieil 

feiarful and neirvous 

C. Freedom 

Freieidom is thei statei of beiing freiei, or thei condition, right of beiing ablei or 

alloweid to do, say, and think. Whateiveir want to do without beiing 

controlleid or limiteid. In this part eixplaineid about. Thei long-awaiteid 

opportunity had finally arriveid. 

D. Inequality 

eispeicially consideiring that thei eixamination involveid his geinitalia. Thei 

meidical officeirs conducteid thei eixamination rudeily, lacking any seinsei of 

eimpathy, 

E. Still free to demonstrate the tenets of existentialism.  

Eixisteintialism within feiminism finds its eisseincei in thei ideia that womein 

arei freiei to makei theiir own choiceis and arei accountablei for thosei choiceis.  

 

According to Hiatt Mary P in ERIC publisher in 1978 existentialism is a broader 

term that characterizes an individual's awareness of life's choices and an eventual 

definition of one's life according to a meaningful context.  
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 Feimi ini ism i is an eixi isteinti ialism peirspeicti ivei wei must reiali izei how feimi ini ism 

i is iimportant i in liifei and thei soci ieity. Accordi ing to Arun Prakash i in hiis papeir on 

snphi ilosopheir communi ity (2005) Thei path of feimi iniism has not beiein smooth, but 

rough and stormy. Thei journeiy has reiveialeid that feimi ini ism i influeinceis eiveiry 

spheirei of human eixi isteincei. Thi is deitai ileid study i is conduci ivei i in undeirstandi ing thei 

feimi ini ist proceiss i in thei world i in a deieipeir way, wi ith an eimphasi is on Si imonei dei 

Beiauvoi ir’s eixi isteinti ial feimi iniism and a speici ial reifeireincei to Iindi ian feimi ini ism, whi ich 

i is geineirally i ideinti ifi ieid as womein’s moveimeint. Eixi isteinti iali ism siigniifi ieis a peirson 

beii ing heir own subjeict to seiei how iimportant shei i is. Also kneiw about someione i 

doeis an acti ion and controls heir feieili ing to undeirstand otheirs and oveircome i 

di iffeireinceis. Thi is i is thei most popular eixi isteinti iali ism. Iit also i is a way to reisolvei a 

concreitei i indi ivi idual acti ion and mood. 

2.6 Division of Character  

 

Characteir i is thei part of thei noveil. Characteir i is veiry i important to show thei vi isiion 

and rolei of noveil. Wi ithout characteir eiveiryonei wi ill confuseid to makei conclusi ion 

thei conteint of thi is noveil. Characteir also thei part of i intri insi ic eileimeint. Iin thei noveil 

maybei havei a lot characteir to buiild up thei eimotiion or story. Characteir also have i 

thei vari iant starts from thei mai in characteir, protagoni ist and many morei. Accordi ing 

to Ryan and Bohliin (2020) though characteir can bei seiein from onei's peirsonali ity 

both i in teirms of moral poi ints and eithi ical objeicti ions. For eixamplei, honeisty. 

Characteir havei a i important part to makei thei noveil i inteireisti ing and worth i it to buy 

i it.  
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2.6.1 Main Character  

 

Mai in characteir i is any characteir who has a major purposei or rolei i in thei plot and 

i inteiracts reigularly wi ith mai in characteirs. Thei mai in characteir must show i in chapteir 

i in thei noveil. Somei noveils havei to or morei mai in characteir to bui ild up thei story 

and conneicteid. Accordi ing to Ryan and Bohliin (2020) Characteir i is a patteirn of 

beihavi ior, so that good characteirs wi ill undeirstand about goodneiss, pleiase i 

goodneiss, and do someithi ing good too. Characteir i id reilateid to onei’s teindeinci ieis. 

Mai in characteir must reiady i in thei beigi inni ing and thei eind of story beicausei all 

probleim i in thei noveil i is about that mai in characteir. Thei mai in characteir i in thei noveil 

or fi ilm or drama i is veiry i important to bui ild and keiy of thei succeiss. Iif thei mai in 

characteir succeiss fi igurei or play that rolei, iit meians thei succeiss of thiis noveil or fiilm 

around half peirceint. 

2.6.2 Protagonist Character and Antagonist Character 

 

Thei protagoni ist characteir can bei i ideinti ifi ieid wi ith heir beihavi ior, atti itudei or manneir. 

Thei beist beihavi ior and maybei thei reiadeir wi ill support, iit calleid protagoni ist 

characteir. Li ikei thei characteir bei a heiro i in thei story or heilpi ing anyonei who neieid 

thei heilp. Always do ri ight thiings. Gi ivi ing eimpathy and makei thei reiadeirs li ikei that 

characteir. Iin thei otheir si idei, thei noveil also havei thei neigati ivei si idei, thei noveil wi ill 

story about thei characteir that madei thei probleim i is starti ing. Thei characteir made i 

confli ict eiveirywheirei and compli icateid. Thi is characteir has a di iffeireint vi isi ion wi ith 

protagoni ist characteir. Iit calleid Antagoni ist Characteir. 
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2.6.3 Typical Character and Neutral Character  

 

Thei typi ical characteir i is eixamplei from ki ind of peioplei i in reial li ifei. Li ikei group 

peioplei, or i insti itutei. Iin thei noveil typi ical characteir not reially neieid but iin reial li ife i 

ki ind of thi is characteir i is avai ilablei. Neitral characteir i is by thei i imagi inati ion thei 

author to makei thei story wi ill iimprovi ing and not reially eixi ist i in thei world. Thei 

neiutral characteir can’t do anythi ing and actually just heilp a li ittlei thiing liikei a 

storyteilleir or reiadi ing narrati ion. 
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CHAPTER III 

RESEARCH METHODOLOGY 
 

Thei wri iteir di iscusseis thei subjeict matteir, thei mateiri ial, thei approach and thei  

proceidurei of thei reiseiarch. 

3.1 Subject Matter  

 

Thei wri iteir analyzeid thei characteir of Tracy Whi itneiy i in Iif Tomorrow Comeis noveil 

wri ittein by Si idneiy Sheildon. Thi is noveil told story about thei mai in characteir. But 

Tracy Whi itneiy’s characteir i is thei sourcei probleim of thi is story.  Thi is story i is a 

cri imei and mysteiry. Tracy Whi itneiy was changei eiveirythi ing about heir motheir 

beicausei thei motheir suddeinly di ieid. Tracy Whi itneiy was thei tough giirl, shei always 

keipt fi ight i in thei pri ison, shei li iveid wi ith veingeiancei, to aveingei hi is motheir. The i 

wri iteir appli ieid eixi isteinti ialism feimi ini ism theiory beicausei thei story and theiory has 

conneicteid. Thi is reiseiarch is from thei di ialoguei and conteint story from Iif Tomorrow 

comeis noveil.  

3.2 Material  

 

Iin thi is seicti ion, thei reiseiarch mateiri ial arei Tracy Wi itneiy i in Iif Tomorrow Comeis 

noveil wri ittein by Si idneiy Sheildon. Realesed in 1985 and publisher on Warner 

book. Thei wri iteir also useid thei eileictroni ic book, also arti iclei from iinteirneit, 

magazi inei and thei offi ici ial weibsi itei of Si idneiy Sheildon. Thi is story i is a uni iquei 

beicausei thei mai in characteir neiveir weint out of homei. Thi is noveil got i instant #1 

Neiw York Ti imeis Beist Seilleir. For morei i informati ion thei wri iteir also leiarneid 
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feimi ini ism from thei sliidei by Peinny A. Pasquei, PhD - Associ iatei Profeissor, Adult & 

Hi igheir Eiducati ion, Eiducati ional Leiadeirshi ip & Poli icy Studiieis, Jeianni inei Rai inbolt 

Colleigei of Eiducati ion, Womein‟s & Geindeir Studi ieis / Ceinteir for Soci ial Justiicei 

Uni iveirsi ity of Oklahoma and Breinton Wi immeir, MEid – PhD Graduatei Studeint 

Eiducati ional Leiadeirshi ip & Poliicy Studi ieis, Jeianni inei Rai inbolt Colleigei of Eiducati ion 

Uni iveirsi ity of Oklahoma from theii ir sli idei, thei wri iteir geit morei i informati ion about 

hi istory of feimi ini ism and thei eixplanati ion. 

3.3 Approach  

 

Iin thi is reiseiarch, thei wri iteir appli ieis quali itati ivei meithod of reiseiarch. Accordi ing to 

Fraeinkeil and Wallein (1993), thei quali itati ivei i is reifeirreid to reiseiarch studi ieis that 

i inveisti igatei thei quali ity of reilati ionshi ip, si ituatiion, acti ivi iti ieis, or mateiri ial. Baseid on 

thei sai id deifi ini iti ion, thei wri iteir appli ieis quali itati ivei approach i in analyzi ing thei 

characteir of Tracy Whi itneiy to answeirs thei reiseiarch queisti ion formulateid i in 

Chapteir Ii. Thei wri iteir also takeis reileivant i informati ion from i inteirneit, ei-book, 

magazi inei, offi ici ial weibsi itei by author. 

3.4 Procedure  

 

Thei wri iteir seileicteid somei noveils that arei i inteireisti ing and eiasy to undeirstand. Iin 

addi iti ion havei a uniiquei characteir Iif Tomorrow Comeis a noveil that thei wri iteir 

i inteireisteid i in. Thei wri iteir reiad and reiseiarcheid thei offi ici ial weibsi itei or fan pageis of 

thei noveil. Not only di id go to li ibrary to fi ind sourceis, but shei also di id i inteirneit 

browsi ing or reiad jurnal, to fi ind otheir reileivant sourceis. Fi inally thei wri iteir choose i 

Tracy Whi itneiy as thei subjeict beicausei heir characteir was veiry i inteireisti ing. Afteir thei 
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writer had enough data of theory and the information needed, the writer applied 

the feminism and existentialism theory to make the analysis. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


