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ABSTRACT 
 

Juvenile Delinquency is an action that doing by one or some teenager not only 

criminal but some behavior that unpleasant to many people and this action 

affected by many factors, from their society, family background, and their 

emotions is the biggest factor that affect them from doing that action, some people 

will tell that their action is normal because of their age and their emotion is 

unstable so many parents ignored this situation. The title of this thesis is “The 

Analysis of Juvenile Delinquency issues in the film “Turning Red” Directed by 

Domee Shi Through Sociological Theory” The author using sociological theory 

The Problem of Emotions in Societies (2007) about four major human emotions 

and the data that has been collected will analyze and classified into four major 

emotion and the sources are the character from film “Turning Red” a film that 

tells about a teenager in Toronto Canada and have Chinese culture. The author 

using qualitative method to analyze this research through sociological approach. 

The aim of this study are to discuss and learn the emotion that shows on the juvenile 

delinquency issues of the characters in the film “Turning Red”. The conclusion of 

this research is that in this film there are four primary emotion that is shown 

Satisfaction-Happiness, Aversion-Fear, Assertion-Anger, and Disappointment-

Sadness that shows when the characters doing the juvenile delinquency  

 
Keyword: Juvenile delinquency, Character, Emotions 
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CHAPTER I 

INTRODUCTION 

1.1 Background of study 

 

In a society and environment that is always growing, people will try to make 

themselves comfortable so they can improve their life by living in their safe space, 

adaptation, and even by speaking up their anxiety. According to Maclver and Page 

(1965) “Society is a system of usages and procedures of authority and mutual aid 

of many groupings and divisions, of controls of human behavior and liberties.” 

Society is very important to affect the other from their style, behavior, lifestyle, 

feelings, etc. People these days can speak up their feelings very easily by using 

social media and can spread rapidly, for some issues it can be a social movement to 

improve the situation. By this social movement some group or company uses these 

moments to increase their profit by supporting the demonstrator. 

 

One of the ways to express people's feelings is from Literature. Literature is 

words that are put together in such a way that can be an art. In the classic way 

literature are poem, prose, poetry, novel however as time goes on literature growth 

with following period became drama, theater, and movies. As claimed by Greil 

Marcus and Werner Sollor (2009) “Literary means not only what is written but what 

is voiced, expressed, invented, in whatever form”. Literature is very flexible and 

can follow society, with many people experimenting and trying to make literature 

in many ways. For example, these days many digital literature poems are written 

digitally, ebooks for novels, comics on the internet, applications for movies and 
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films. And from that we can read, watch, and learn from digital media that makes 

it easier for the author to share their literary work. 

 

These days films and movies are one of favorite media to refresh people 

from their activity. Movie is a video-based motion picture or record sequence that 

delivers some story, art, or entertainment. Some of the movies came from 

imagination, true story, and literature. In the opinion of Hornby (2006) “Movie is 

a series of moving pictures recorded with sound that tells a story, shown at 

cinema/movie.” By using movies many industries get profit and still deliver the 

moral story or lessons for the audience. Movies are produced by recording using a 

camera or some of them are drawn motion and include sound track or backsound. 

Many movies that also support or uplift the story from the society, from culture, 

tragedy, issues, or even internal anxiety. 

 

Social is one of the aspects that we regularly meet and face. Many people 

didn’t realize that socializing is very affecting our life and socializing also can 

develop people's character and personality. According to Jonathan H. Turner (2002) 

“Social is more than an analytical convenience, they denote a reality that is 

always present when humans organize'' Social is more than group of people that 

trying to survive or growth in some place, However social can make small until big 

impact to other people and other social for example in this era K-pop is very massive 

and became hot topic in different ages and society. However, society also can make 

their own culture, religion, habit, rules, behavior, etc and because of that their habit 

can impact others. 
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Sociology is the one of the most affecting things that effect to interpersonal 

behavior because from social or group of people it can make the behavior following 

the cultural, habit, lifestyle, etc. Things that happen around people for example how 

some group of people walking and talking will affect all people in that group. This 

unique situation has many talks in many places, forums, and media. Many literature 

that adapt this situation in their work use the background of their story using some 

situation of some group of people. The author chooses the film “Turning Red” and 

will discuss juvenile delinquency that happens in that film. The problem came when 

Meilin Lee wanted to watch some group band concert but her mother wanted that 

Meilin Lee to stay with her. Meilin Lee needs to choose between her family or her 

friend. 

 

The author choose the film “Turning Red” as a object in this research that 

in this film they adapt chinese culture and chinese lifestyle as a background from 

this film the main character Meilin Lee or Mei is a diligent girl who always listening 

to her mother but in one moment she must to not listening to her mom and she feels 

like her mother didn’t understand her feeling. The author will discuss juvenile 

delinquency issues around Meilin Lee through Sociological Theory. 

 
1.2 Statement of Problem 

 

To analyze this problem the author will use the theory from The Problem 

of Emotions in Societies (2007) Proposed By Jonathan H. Turner to describe the 

situation that happens around the main character in the film “Turning Red” directed 

by Domee Shi. 
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1.3 Research Question 

 

The question of this research based on referenced above is: “How does 

juvenile delinquency issues reveal in the film Turning Red Directed by Domee 

Shi?” 

 

1.4 Goal and Function 

 

The goal of this research is to answer the question and the problem of this 

research. Related to the statement of problem above, the purpose of this research 

are  to discuss and learn of emotion that shown on the behavior of the character in 

the film “Turning Red”. 

 

The function of this research is hoping that this research can be used as a 

reference to further literature research to similar issues about juvenile delinquency 

that affect the character. And hoping the reader of this research will get another 

perspective about how sociology affects other people so the reader can make the 

other more comfortable to behave. 

 

1.5 Scope and Limitation 

 

The author will give scope to this research and focus on the social 

surroundings of the main character from her family, friends, school , and society 

around her home . 

 

The limitation that appears in this research is an event that happens around 

Meilin Lee from her friends and society to discuss the juvenile delinquency that 

happens in the film “Turning Red”. 
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1.6 Conceptual Framework 

 

Conceptual framework will represent the actions that author uses and 

required in this research and maps to give the preview of how the author explains 

the phenomenon. This research will explained and discuss the result briefly 

described as below: 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 

 
The Problem of Emotions in Societies (2007) 

Proposed By Jonathan H. Turner 

 
FINDING 

 
Primary Emotion in Human: 

 

1. Satisfaction-Happiness 

2. Aversion-Fear 

3. Assertion-Anger 

4. Disappointment-Sadness 

 
The Analysis of Juvenile Delinquency Issues In 

The Film “Turning Red” Directed By Domee 

Shi Through Sociological Theory 

 
CONCLUSION 
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The conceptual framework shows that the writer will use the film “Turning Red” 

by Disney as an object by using The Problem of Emotions in Societies (2007) 

Proposed By Jonathan H. Turner mentioned that the process by sociological event 

from her family and friends and finding the conclusion of how the emotion can 

affect the juvenile delinquency -Meilin Lee in film “Turning Red” 
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CHAPTER II 

THEORETICAL FRAMEWORK 

2.1 Review of Previous Studies 

 

Relating to this research the author found some research which has similar 

methods that are used in their research. There are three related research that help 

the author to have another point of view. 

 

The first analysis is written by Nindya Ayu Wijayanti (2022) from 

Muhammadiyah University of Purwokerto “An Appraisal Analysis of  Attitude in 

Turning Red Animation Movie” This research describe and analyze about the types of 

attitude device and explain how the attitude devices are realized  in the film “Turning Red”. 

The result of this research are found three aspects of attitude : Affect, Judgment, and 

Appreciation. The gap of  this research is the aspect is not shows an emotion as one of aspect 

that affect the attitude of the character. 

The second analysis is written by Ambar Putri Ramadhani (2023) from 

PGRI University Semarang “Analisis Pola Asuh Orang Tua Dalam Film Animasi 

“Turning Red” Untuk Perkembangan Karakter Mandiri dan Tanggung Jawab Pada 

Anak Pra Remaja Usia SD” This research analyze about parental parenting in the 

film “Turning Red” and the result is there are 2 parenting that is shown 

authoritarian in the beginning and democratic at the end of the film. The gap of 

this research is the emotion of the character is not be discuss so the data that 

collected only by the action that happen in some scene. 

The author using both previous study above to get another perspective and 

point of view about film “Turning Red” and from previous study above the author 
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find a gap in both research and the gap that found will be the point that will 

discuss and analyze in this research so the author hoping this research will fulfill 

the gap from the previous study. 

 

The first analysis is studied about the types of attitude device on the 

character and the second analysis is analyze about parental parenting in the film 

“Turning Red”, the both analysis studied about effect of the social that affect the 

behavior, mindsets, and decisions of people that interact with that social. The 

difference of the analysis is what aspect that can affected the first analysis is affect 

the attitude on the character, how can judgement affected the attitude of person 

and change the personality of people, and the second analysis is effect on parental 

parenting on the kids and affected to their behavior and attitude . In addition this 

research will also use a sociological approach but the aspect that affects it will be 

different because this research will study about the effect of emotion on behavior 

and attitude the character so the author will discuss all behavior of the main 

character in the film “Turning Red”. 

 

2.2 Theoretical Basis 

 

The Author uses theory The Problem of Emotions in Societies (2007) Proposed By 

Jonathan H. Turner, then the author will classify the aspects of emotion that 

happen and shows in the film and affect the behavior of the character. The 

background of the story from the film “Turning Red '' will support this writing. 
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2.3 Film 

 
Film also called motion pictures or movies usually shown in cinema, 

television or in these days many applications that also sell film from smartphones. 

Film is one type of literature that is massive these days and film is also effective in 

delivering messages, information and telling stories. As claimed by Hornby 

(2006) movie is a series of moving pictures recorded with sound that tells a story, 

shown at cinema/movie. People watch films for many reasons such as refreshing , 

learning foreign languages, learning foreign culture, adding point of view, and 

adding knowledge. Even though only for refreshing, we indirectly learn about the 

background of the story if we want to enjoy the film and these days the creator also 

gives the information indirectly so we need to analyze the film to search for the 

hidden meaning that creator wants to give to the audience. The reason why the 

creator didn’t deliver the meaning directly to the audience is also because the 

audience these days mostly didn’t want to teach directly. That's why the creators 

deliver the message in their film in smooth ways and not directly deliver to the 

audience. 

 
2.3.1 Intrinsic Elements 

 
Intrinsic elements are elements that form novels, film,and movies. Intrinsic 

element is to make analysis easier to analyze and build the literature work itself. 

According to Nurgiyantoro, intrinsic elements help to build the elements of a 

literary work. Intrinsic element consist of: 
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2.3.1.1 Theme 

 

In the opinion of  Mojtaba Vaismoradi (2016) “Theme is used as an 

attribute, descriptor, element, and concept.” That means theme is the soul or core of 

literature because the biggest line of the story is from theme and without great theme 

literature can be boring or maybe it can’t be called literature, that’s why theme is the 

core and the soul of the literature. 

2.3.1.2 Plot 

 

As stated by Sven Birkerts (1993:37) “Plot is the strategic moving of those 

characters.” Plot is about how the story goes without a clear plot the story will be 

hard to understand, but some creators make plot twists in their literature because it 

can make their consumers have new experiences by reading or watching their 

literature. 

2.3.1.3 Character 

 

As said by Birkerts (1993:37) “Characters are set into motion and 

character are the pieces on the chess board” Characters is the pion that playing the 

story, character that can’t represent what the author wanted or even if the author 

can’t describe their character it can make the story not going well. 

2.3.1.4 Characterization 

 

On the authority of Martin (1994:95) “Characterization means how the 

writer tells the readers about the physical and non-physical characteristics of the 

person in the story.“. Characterization is the personality of the character. There are 

two ways to know characterization of the character: direct and indirect 

characterization, direct characterization is the way the author / narrator tells the 

character, and indirect characterization is the author hints about the character. 
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2.3.1.5 Setting 

 

As claimed by Robert Stanton (2007: 35) “Setting is an environment 

enclosing an event within the story.” Some people usually misinterpret between plot 

and setting because they have similar meaning, plot is how the story is going on 

but the setting is what is the background, place, situation, weather, time, and 

wardrobe that happens in the story. 

 
2.4 Sociology 

 
Based on Anthony Giddens (2006) “Sociology is the scientific study of 

human social life, groups and societies.”. Sociology can be analyzed if there are 

some communities or groups of people that have some interaction and can make 

their unique behavior, tradition, and habit.The analysis will talk about what happens 

in some situation, how that situation happens, and why that situation happens. This 

cyclus will be over and over and we can learn about the unique, or habit in that 

group of people. 

In this era communication can happen in many different ways. We can 

communicate using chatting apps, e-mail, voice call, video call, and etc. By this 

transformation the human interaction is also changing but when interacting with 

other people we need to see their reaction, gesture, mimic, and emotion. Because 

when we communicating with other not face to face there is a lack of information 

just like our reaction, gesture, mimic, and emotion so when we in one group but we 

never communication face to face our behavior, tradition and habit can’t deliver and 

can’t be understand by other people because there is a lack of information that 

happen in that situation. 
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On the word of Jonathan H. Turner (2002) “Social is more than an 

analytical convenience, the levels aren't just analytical they denote a reality that is 

always present when humans organize”. Even when that society feels that 

convenience is there is a gap in some people in that group because even when we 

communicate face to face there is a lack of information between them. 

 
2.5 Juvenile Delinquency 

 
In the opinion of Donald J. Shoemaker (2018) “ Juvenile Delinquency not 

only about serious criminal activity but also includes a variety of other behavior 

that are not criminal” Juvenile delinquency is activity that teenager doing in 12 - 

21 years old that many people think it just a phase in people life that is normal to 

do something that in some way is too dangerous. 

Many parents and society think that Juvenile Delinquency is just about 

criminal cases but in fact many behaviors that include juvenile delinquency and 

many of parents and society didn’t take it seriously and just think of it as something 

they’d be able to adapt or figure out their identity. However, many teenagers are 

ignored by their parents and their society because of that reason and end up 

becoming criminals because no one in their life guides them or just reminds them 

where the right way is. Because of the ignorance some teenagers also didn’t like to 

be corrected by their parents or society because they might think that their parents 

or society do not really care about what they are doing and they become criminals 

because of little things that they ignore but it can impact the whole life of those 

teenagers. 
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The biggest cause why many teenagers do things that seem wrong to their 

parents is because they have unstable emotions and some of them just realize the 

type of that emotion so they try to figure out what is their feeling and their true self. 

The emotion itself has many variations that can’t be explained even by their parents 

and in some cases the parents just ignore and don't help their child from their 

assumption and because they didn’t get the answer they are trying to figure out what 

is going on with them by doing something they never did before. 

 

2.6 The Problem of Emotions in Societies by Jonathan H. Turner 

 

As stated by Jonathan H Turner (2007), Humans are probably the most 

emotional animals on earth. Humans have so many emotions and feelings even at 

the same time, emotion is the biggest factor that affects people’s gesture, mimic, 

expression, action, even behavior. We can get out of control when we get 

overwhelmed because our thoughts are lost sometimes but we can realize how to 

behave again after a few minutes or even seconds. However in some cases the 

societies don’t care about how you feel, situation, and condition. In some societies 

we need to behave no matter what happens, for example the doctor can’t show 

their tears in front of patients, the teacher can’t be wrong even in small cases. This 

situation happens because in the mindset of society the people who work as 

hospitality, politic, entertainment, public figures . They are not allowed to be 

normal people because they are the representation of their society so many people 

demand them to be perfect figures. 
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2.6.1 Primary Emotions 

 
According to Jonathan H Turner emotion states are built from four primary 

emotions and it consist of: 

 
Table 2.1 Primary Emotions 
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CHAPTER III 

RESEARCH METHODOLOGY 

 

3.1 Subject Matter 

 
The author analyzes the film entitled “Turning Red” was released in March 

2022 the first film from Pixar that was directed by a woman her name is Domee Shi 

Distributed by Walt Disney. The film has a background in Toronto, Kanada telling 

about a 13 years old teenage girl chinese - canada that can turn into red panda if she 

gets overwhelmed named Meilin Lee, her journey to control her feelings from the 

situation that happens around her. 

The director Domee Shi created this film by her own experience from the 

setting place in the film Domee Shi is from Toronto, Kanada, her feeling around 13 

years old, her relationship with her mother. From there Domee Shi developed the 

story line from her experience so the film that she created is very related with the 

audience. Turning red also won some awards in the 2022 Women Film Critics 

Circle Awards,Boston Society of Film Critics Awards, and Florida Film Critics 

Circle Awards. Domee Shi also confirm that this film is tells about puberty of girls 

and representing that topic into something that interesting and many moral value 

that we as an audience in general not only girls or teenager but a boy, man, woman, 

parents can take the others perspective we get. 

Analyzing the film “Turning Red” using sociological theory, the data that 

get from dialog, scene, setting and background lead the author to sociological events 

that happen around the main character. Then the author will get the certain events 

that can affect the main character, After that the data that has been collected will be 
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analyzed to provide how sociological events can affect the main character. The data 

that has been collected will be analyzed using The Problem of Emotions in Societies 

by Jonathan H. Turner. 

 
3.2 Materials 

 
The main data that will be discussed in this research comes from the film 

“Turning Red” Directed by Domee Shi (2022). There is a secondary data source 

that will be used in this research is The Problem of Emotions in Societies by 

Jonathan H. Turner. The author also will use supporting data from several journals, 

documents, books, and articles on the internet about sociology and behavior. At 

the end the conclusion and suggestions will be concluded from the research. 

 
3.3 Approach 

 
As said by David Williams (1995) “that qualitative research is collecting 

data on natural settings, using natural methods, and by natural persons or 

researchers.” Qualitative methods are about the process of how the author reads, 

watches, understands, describes, and displays the data to the research, qualitative 

also can be understood by using another perspective that is given by literature or 

maybe another researcher and can make that research deeper, the data that collected 

also can get from questionnaire or interviewing narasumber that related to the topic. 

By using qualitative methods the point of view, process, data, and result can be 

different from other researchers. Research that using qualitative methods deliver 

and display the data by using words or pictures not in numeric. 
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Based on Aliaga and Gunderson (2000) Quantitative research is 

“Explaining phenomena by collecting numerical data that are analyzed using 

mathematically based methods (in particular statistics).Quantitative methods is the 

process of analyzing data using numeric so even if the data is word or picture that 

data will be accumulate into number and will be analyze by number. In literature 

analyzing data using quantitative methods is very rare to be found because literature 

is hard to be understood if using numeric and mostly the researcher will use 

qualitative methods to analyze the data that is found. 

The author of this Research will use qualitative methods to analyze this 

research. This method will be prioritize the process of analyze the film than the 

result, and the key of this method is the author itself because the process and the 

result is depend on how many perspective and point of view that author can get just 

for one scene or one dialog that happen in the film, the broader the perspective and 

the point of view that author have the more deeper the research will be generated. 

The author uses the film as a source in this research and analyzes the dialog, scene, 

etc related to the topic in this research about juvenile delinquency issues that happen 

around the main character in the film “Turning Red”. 

Because the data source of this research is a film not written before so the 

author uses some steps to choose the main data. First, the author reads some 

synopsis that has a topic about socioculturalism. Second, after choosing the title 

film the author watches the film several times to find problems in the story. Third, 

the author makes some questions related to the problem that happen in that film. 
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3.4 Procedure 

 
The author implemented several steps to collecting data and the steps is consist 

of: 

 

1. The author read the synopsis and plot of the film Turning Red 

Directed by Domee Shi as a main data for searching the juvenile 

delinquency issues that happen and affect the main character. 

2. The author watches the film several times to get a new point of view 

each time the author watches the film. 

3. The author finds and collects the data from the film that will be 

discussed in this research. 

4. The author underlines and highlights the important things from the 

film, namely the dialog, events, scene, situation and the social 

environment of the characters in the film that are related to the 

problem. 

5. The author classified, analyzed, and explained the data in this research. 

 

6. The author display the data and the result that had been analyzed in 

this research 
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